be brought to its full effect by being subjected to a certain
process of radiation. For years we fought against an
unknown poison which our base contained. At last we
achieved purification, complete isolation. But with that
the specific action was lost. We had to begin again from
the beginning. I then hit upon this radiation process. I
simply adapted a medical method to chemistry. It was
just the egg of Columbus. I have already mentioned to
my colleague Sandhagen that we shall need an enormous
department for ultra-violet rays	"
Dr. Sandhagen in the background made a little con-
firmatory gesture. His small, completely bald head
reflected the pale light of the winter sun.... Tintin shall
have some skates too, Helene thought, although her
attention was now firmly fixed on the business.
"I am very pleased to hear that you have already
turned your thoughts to the practical side, Frau Doktor.
It is perhaps very unbusinesslike of me to tell you that
it would be of great value to us to gain your services for
our Works. Everything may appear to you to be rather
dry here, but we do not underestimate the importance of
this affair at all. Only, naturally, science is a different
thing from commerce. With us business comes first—
everything else afterwards. You will have to accustom
yourself to some changes."
** I like to change my skin. I do not find it very diffi-
cult. Fve done it often enough already," said Helene
contentedly, and she imparted a little of her warmth to
the general matter-of-factness.
"Women are more talented and adaptable in such
matters," Director Botstiber replied ingratiatingly. " We
may, therefore, accept in principle your willingness and
also your suitability. We have now only to dis«uss the
main features of your contract."
** Yes, please.  Perhaps you could make some suggc$«
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